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w. Ross Silcock, P.O. Box JOO, Tabor, IA 51653 
INTRODUCTION 
Generally this was a "normal" fall, if there is such a thing; 
a few new early and late dates but no pattern, a few notable 
species showing or absent, and a few rarities. Grebes and loons 
were in evidence, including Red-throated and Pacific Loons and Red-
necked Grebe, but geese did not arrive (or were not reported) in 
great numbers by the end of the period. The less common herons 
were in good numbers, notably Snowy Egret, and also Little Blue 
Heron and Yellow-crowned Night-Heron. Notable for their absence 
were the thrushes; few Swainson's were found, and no Gray-cheeked, 
veery, or Hermit, although it should be said that these are not 
common in fall in Nebraska, based on published data. 
Reporters continue to do a diligent job, much appreciated. I 
would like a little more detail with reports on unusual species and 
dates, however. I encourage anyone who is not now reporting to at 
least send in their highlights; there is no "official" reporting 
form. Observers are evolving their own reporting systems to fit 
their methods of recording sightings. Key information to report is 
early and late dates for species not resident, and best counts for 
all species. 
CORRECTIONS 
In the Spring Field Report, I incorrectly located 3 of Larry 
Malone's records at Fontenelle Forest rather than the correct 
location, Fontanelle, a town north of Fremont. These records are: 
4 Wood Thrushes on 20 May, 3 Nashville Warblers on 21 May, and 3 
Magnolia Warblers on 21 May. My apologies. 
ABBREVIATIONS 
Initials in parentheses refer to observers; a list follows 
this report. 
*=documented; please refer to The Nebraska Bird Review 54:74-77. 
1986 for information about writing documentations, and the Official 
List of the Birds of Nebraska (NBR 56:86-96. 1988), which indicates 
that all birds whose status is less than Regular (occurring more 
often than 9-10 of the past 10 years) should be documented. It is 
also important to document very early or very late records of 
Regular species. The best available reference for such dates is 
Johnsgard' s "A Preliminary List of the Birds of Nebraska and 
Adjacent Plains States", much of which was published in 1980 in NBR 
48:26-36 (non-passerines) and NBR 48:46-57 (passerines). 
ad = adult; CBC = Christmas Bird Count; FFNC = Fontenelle Forest 
Nature Center; FWA = Federal waterfowl Area; L = Lake; mob = many 
observers; NE = Nebraska; NNF = Nebraska National Forest; NOU = 
Nebraska Ornithologists' Union; NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; R 
= River; Res = Reservoir; SL = Sewage Lagoons; SP = State 
Park; SRA = State Recreation Area; UNL = University of Nebraska-
Lincoln; UNSM = University of Nebraska State Museum; WMA = Wildlife 
Management Area; WPA = Waterfowl Production Area. 
GAZETTEER 
Place names, not listed here, can be located in a road atlas; most 
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of the following places can be located in the Nebraska Sportsman's 
Atlas, available in most larger bookstores. 
Arbor L WMA (Lancaster Co); Arbor Lodge Farm (Otoe); Atlanta Marsh 
WPA (Phelps); Bessey Division, NNF (Thomas); Branched Oak SRA 
(Lancaster); Carter Canyon (Scotts Bluff); Carter L (Douglas); 
chain L (Holt); Clear Creek WMA (Keith/Garden); Collins L (Grant); 
Conestoga SRA (Lancaster); Crescent Lake NWR (CLNWR) (Garden); 
Crystal Cove L (Dakota); Davis Creek Rec Area (Valley); 
DeSoto NWR (Washington); Eckhardt Lagoon WPA (Clay); Elwood Res WMA 
(Gosper); Fahrenholz Ponds (0.5 mile n, 3.5 miles e of Dixon, 
Dixon) ; Fontenelle Forest Nature Center (FF) (Sarpy) ; Fort Robinson 
SP (Sioux/Dawes); Funk Lagoon WPA (Phelps); Gavin's Point Dam 
(Knox/Cedar); George Syas WMA (Platte); Gering SL (Scotts Bluff); 
Cunningham L (Douglas); Hansen Lagoon WPA (Clay); Harlan Co. Res 
(Harlan); Harvard Marsh WPA (Clay); Jack Sinn WMA 
(Lancaster/Saunders); James Ranch (Fort Robinson SP, Sioux); Jensen 
Lagoon WPA (Kearney); Johnson L SRA (Gosper); Kilpatrick L (Box 
Butte); Kingsley Dam (Keith); Kiowa WMA (Scotts Bluff); Kissinger 
Basin WMA (Clay); L Babcock (Platte); L c.w. Mcconaughy (LM) 
(Keith); L Minatare SRA (Scotts Bluff); L North (Platte); Lewis and 
Clark L (Knox); Long L SRA (Brown); Macon Lakes WPA (Franklin); 
Mallard Haven WPA (Fillmore); Medicine Creek Res SRA (Frontier); 
Monroe Canyon (Sioux); Neale Woods (Nature Center, Douglas); 
Niobrara SP (Knox); North Lake Basin WMA (Seward); North Platte NWR 
(NPNWR) (Scotts Bluff); Offutt Base L (Sarpy); Oliver Res SRA 
(Kimball); Palmer L (Sheridan); Pawnee L SRA (Lancaster); Pearson 
Basin (private; Fillmore); Peterson FWA (Gosper); Piebel L SRA 
(Wheeler); Ponca SP (Dixon); Ponderosa WMA (Dawes); Pressey WMA 
(Custer); Rainwater Basin (potholes in several counties of sc and 
se NE); (Lillian Annette) Rowe Sanctuary (Buffalo); Sacramento-
Wilcox WMA (Phelps); Schramm SRA (Sarpy); Sinninger Lagoon WPA 
(York); Smith L WMA (Sheridan); Snyder Bend (Dakota); Sowbelly 
Canyon (Sioux); Stagecoach L SRA (Lancaster); Standing Bear L 
(Douglas); Summit Res SRA (Burt); Sutherland Res SRA (Lincoln); 
Theesen WPA (Clay); Two Rivers SRA/WMA (Douglas); Victor L FWA 
(Gosper); Wagon Train SRA (Lancaster); Wehrspann L (Sarpy); Walgren 
L SRA (Sheridan); Whitney L (Dawes); Wildcat Hills (Scotts Bluff); 
Wildwood WMA (Lancaster); Willow L WMA (Brown); Zorinsky L 
(Douglas). 
SPECIES ACCOUNTS 
Red-throated Loon: The 3rd documented record for the state was one 
at Branched Oak SRA on 5 Nov (*JoJ). Prior records were a juvenile 
at Standing Bear L 19 Nov 1993 (NBR 62:3), and a fall 1899 specimen 
from Frontier Co. There are, however, about 17 additional 
undocumented reports. 
Pacific Loon: The 2 at LM (see summer) dwindled to a single ad 
there until at least 6 Aug (SJD,WRS). Nebraska's 10th record was a 
juvenile whose chinstrap was detected at Wagontrain L on 19 Nov 
(*JoJ). 
Common Loon: Rounding out an excellent "loon fall", were good 
counts of this species, including 7 at Summit Res SRA 30 Oct (JoJ). 
Singles were at LM 6 Aug (WRS) and 21 Oct (JMo), and 2, possibly 
those which summered, were still at NPNWR 13 Nov (LKo). Migrants 
are concentrated in e NE, however, where a total of about 30 were 
seen 17 oct-18 Nov (mob). 
Pied-billed Grebe: Best count was the summer population, enhanced 
by young, of 118 at CLNWR 11 Aug (MFr). Best fall count was 40 at 
NPNWR on 6 Oct, while latest were 2 there 21 Nov (LKo) and 1 still 
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at Offutt Base Lon 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
Horned Grebe: Earliest was 1 at CLNWR 27 Sep (LMa), best counts 12 
at Branched Oak SRA on 29 Oct (JoJ) and at Stagecoach L on 12 Nov 
(LEi); 2 were still at the latter on 26 Nov (JoJ). 
Red-necked Grebe: Very rare in NE, probably only of casual 
occurrence, there were 2 reports from the Gavin's Point Dam area: 
1 was on Lewis and Clark L 24-26 Oct (MBr fide NR), and another, in 
basic plumage, was at the dam 25 Nov (BFH). 
Eared Grebe: A good late summer count of 315 was made at CLNWR 
(MFr); only 1 remained as of 23 Oct (LMa). Last were 5 at Branched 
Oak SRA 15 Oct (JoJ) and 4 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) . Few were 
noted in e NE. 
western Grebe: Numbers peaked at LM 6 Aug, when 2200 were found 
(SJD,WRS); 1000 were still there 21 Oct (JMo). Latest were 5 at 
Medicine Creek Res 16 Nov (LRa,RHa) . Easterly were about 5 birds in 
Lancaster Co 1 Oct (JoJ) through 8 Nov (LEi), 2 at Gavin's Point 
Dam 4 Nov (BFH), and 1 at Desoto Bend NWR 4 Nov (BP,LP). 
American White Pelican: No large groups were reported from w NE. 
Best count was a rather modest 400 at Branched Oak SRA 31 Aug 
(JoJ), while around 300 were still there 16 Sep (JMo,LEi). Earliest 
in e NE were 18 at Branched Oak SRA 14 Aug (BP,LP), and 2 were 
tardy at both Medicine Creek Res (LRa,RHa) and Stagecoach L (LEi) 
on 12 Nov. 
Double-crested Cormorant: Nesting occurred at the w end of Harlan 
Co Res, where 9 nests were noted 6 Aug (SJD,WRS). Best counts were 
507 at NPNWR 6 Oct (LKo) , 400 rather late for such a large group at 
Harlan co Res 5 Nov (LRa,RHa), and 370 at Branched Oak SRA on 8 Oct 
(BP,LP). One was still at Wagontrain L 25 Nov (LEi). 
American Bittern: One was at Lakeside 5 Aug (WRS), and up to 4 were 
at CLNWR through 25 Oct (MFr,LMa). The only report from e NE was 1 
at Jack Sinn WMA 4 Oct (LEi) and from the Rainwater Basin 1 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 30 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Least Bittern: None were reported. 
Great Blue Heron: Best counts were 41 in Lancaster Co on 10 Sep 
(LEi) and 37 at NPNWR 5 Sep (LKo). Numbers increase in late summer 
as birds congregate at favored feeding locations after breeding. A 
few were still present in late Nov, as is usual. 
Great Eqret: None were reported w of Phelps Co; best counts were 26 
at Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug (JoJ) and 20 in se Otoe Co 1 Aug 
(LLF). One observer (JoJ) totalled 38 for the season. Last were 8 
still in Otoe Co on 9 Oct (LLF). 
snowy Eqret: This was an outstanding fall for this species, with 
about 30 reported, most in the Rainwater Basin .. Up to 16 were at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (SJD,WRS) through 30 Sep (LRa,RHa), peaking 
on 20 Aug (JoJ). Singles were at CLNWR 9 Aug and 12 Sep (LMa), the 
most westerly reports. Last was 1 at Wehrspann L 5 Oct (JoJ). 
Little Blue Heron: This was a good fall for this uncommon species 
also, with 6 found, all immatures. Earliest was 1 se of Fort 
Calhoun 27-28 Aug (JoJ), 4 were at Funk Lagoon WPA on 4 Sep 
(LRa,RHa), and 1 was at Pawnee L SRA 23 Sep (LEi). 
cattle Eqret: Reports were statewide, although 1 at NPNWR 22 Sep 
was the first refuge record (LMa); 1 was near Gering 21 Sep (AKe). 
At CLNWR numbers peaked at 12 on 9 Aug and last was there 27 Sep 
(LMa,MFr). Best counts were 85 in Otoe Co 18 Aug (LLF), 28 at 
DeSoto Bend NWR on 2 Oct (JoJ), and 20 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 30 Sep 
(LRa,RHa). Last was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 23 Oct (LP,BP). 
Green Heron: Few were reported; LEi noted only 2 in Lancaster Co 
for the season. Last was 1 in n Saunders Co 24 Sep (THo). 
Black-crowned Hiqht-Heron: Best counts were in the Rainwater Basin, 
where 12 were at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Sep (LRa,RHa) and 11 at Hansen 
WPA 10 Sep (JoJ) • Last was 1 at CLNWR on 3 Nov (MFr) , a rather late 
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date. 
Yellow-crowned 1Night-Heron: Three reports of 4 birds were from the 
Rainwater Basin, where a juvenile was sw of Geneva 11 Aug (JoJ), 
and an immature was at Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Sep (LRa,RHa), and from 
Otoe Co, where 2 immatures were seen 7 Aug (SJD). This species is 
probably regular as a post-breeding visitor to the Rainwater Basin. 
White-faced Ibis: This was a good fall for this species also, with 
over 50 reported. JoJ found 36 in the Rainwater Basin 18 Aug-17 
Sep, peaking with 16 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug, while at CLNWR 
20 were counted 12 Sep (LMa). Funk Lagoon WPA had 4 as early as 6 
Aug (SJD), and last were 3 there 30 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Trumpeter swan: Best count was of 6 at Whitman on 6 Oct (AKe), 
presumably a family group. 
Greater White-fronted Goose: This species, along with Snow Goose, 
is not nearly as prominent in fall as in spring; fall migration is 
more leisurely, with fewer concentrations occurring. Best counts 
were only 200 at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Nov (RHa,LRa) and 125 at 
Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). Probably summer stragglers were 1 at 
North Lake Basin WMA 5 Aug (JoJ) and 4 at Harvard Marsh WPA 11 Aug 
(JoJ). 
snow Goose: More likely to the w than the previous species, 220 
were over Ponderosa WMA 28 Oct (LMa), while in e NE best counts 
were 200 at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo) and 150 at Funk Lagoon 
WPA 23 Nov (LRa,RHa). Up to 21 were at North Lake Basin from late 
Jun through at least 11 Aug (JoJ). 
Ross• Goose: The only report (only observer who looked?) was of 3 
at DeSoto Bend NWR 4 Nov (JoJ). 
Canada Goose: Fall maximum at NPNWR was 11105 on 28 Nov (LKo), 
while "thousands" were at Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Nov (LRa,RHa). Few 
others were reported, although maximum counts at favored locations 
provide useful data. 
Wood Duck: Best count was at NPNWR, where 71 were present 6 Oct 
(LKo). Latest in the w was at NPNWR 9 Nov (LMa), and in the e 1 was 
in Otoe Co 3 Nov (LLF). 
Green-winged Teal: As usual, largest concentrations were in the w, 
with 1600 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa) and 412 at NPNWR 6 Oct (LKo); 12 
were there as late as 21 Nov (LMa). A group of 10 on 4 Sep were 
rather early at Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa), while first migrants in 
e NE were 25 near Niobrara 16 Sep (JJo) and 5 in Lancaster Co 23 
Sep (LEi). Last were 5 at Loup City 25 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
American Black Duck: Not numerous in NE, but probably regular in 
thee, the only report was of 2 at DeSoto Bend NWR 1 Nov (JoJ). 
Mallard: Large concentrations occurred at NPNWR late in the period, 
with 88765 there on 28 Nov (LKo). Best counts inc and e NE were 
7000 at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa) and 5000 in n Saunders Co 13 
Nov (THo). The peak at CLNWR was rather early, with only 1026 there 
16 Sep (MFr). 
Northern Pintail: Fall numbers are not usually great, as was the 
case this fall. Best counts were only 68 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr), 
compared with a late summer count of 22 there on 9 Aug (MFr). The 
only sighting for the period in Lancaster Co by LEi was of 10 there 
18 Nov. 
Blue-winged Teal: Biggest concentrations were in w NE, with a peak 
of 1200 at CLNWR 12 Sep (LMa), compared with high counts of 
"hundreds" at Funk Lagoon WPA on 13 Aug (LRa,RHa) and 120 in 
Lancaster Co 23 Sep (LEi). Last in thew were 65 at CLNWR on 14 Oct 
(MFr), and in the Rainwater Basin in Buffalo Co 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), 
but a very late male was at Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). 
Cinnamon Teal: Rarely reported in fall, the only sightings were 
from CLNWR, where 1-2 were present through 14 Oct (MFr,LMa). 
Northern Shoveler: Another species which forms large concentrations 
98 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 63 
in w NE, preferring CLNWR as does Blue-winged Teal, most were there 
23 Oct, with 980 counted (LMa) . There were still 29 in Scotts Bluff 
Co as late as 27 Nov (LMa) and 2 at Loup City 25 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Migrants were first noted in e NE on 16 Sep, with 1 at Arbor L WMA 
(LEi); most reported was 100 at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa), and 
last were 2 still Offutt Base Lon 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
Gadwall: Best count was in w NE, with 1650 at CLNWR on 23 Oct 
(LMa); only 15 were there 9 Aug (LMa). First in e NE were 10 at 
Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi), and 5 were still at Offutt Base L 30 
Nov (BP,LP); few were reported in e NE. Last in w NE were at Gering 
SL 6 Nov (AKe). 
Eurasian Wiqeon: The only report was second or third hand, of 1 at 
L Yankton, much of which is in Cedar Co, although no details have 
been received (fide NR). There are very few fall records. 
American Wiqeon: Best counts were from 2 w NE refuges, peaking at 
750 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa) and 360 at NPNWR on 6 Oct (LKo) I 
although 200 were at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa). Earliest in e 
NE were 2 at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi), while last were 2 there 
18 Nov (LEi). Last in w NE were 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa), 
but as many as 30 were at Loup City as late as 25 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Uncommon in NE in mid-summer, 2 were at CLNWR 9 Aug (LMa). 
Canvasback: CLNWR is a favored fall concentration point; 1200 were 
there 23 Oct (LMa), and 12 remained until at least 3 Nov (MFr). In 
contrast, the high count at NPNWR was only 19, on 17 Oct (LKo). 
Earliest migrants outside the Sandhills breeding range were "some" 
at Johnson L SRA 29 Oct (LRa,RHa), although most of the 461 at 
CLNWR on 14 Oct (LMa) were surely migrants. Latest in e NE were 2 
at Stagecoach L 12 Nov (LEi). 
Redhead: Best counts were in w NE; 2104 were at CLNWR on 27 Sep 
(LMa) and 493 at NPNWR on 17 Oct (LKo). Latest were 1 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 26 Nov (LMa) and 2 at Stagecoach L 25 Nov (LEi). Earliest 
in e NE were 18 at Pawnee L SRA 26 Oct (BP,LP), also the best count 
in e NE. 
Ring-necked Duck: Like the previous species, good counts occurred 
at CLNWR, with 2100 on 27 Sep (LMa) and NPNWR, with 509 on 17 Oct 
(LKo). Earliest in w NE were 5 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa), and inc 
and e NE, at Willow L WMA 7 Oct (AKe). By 25 Nov there were only 4 
at CLNWR (MFr) . 
Greater Scaup: The only report was of 2 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov 
(LMa). This species is rare in NE; most records are on CBCs, 
apparently late migrants attempting to overwinter. 
Lesser scaup: Large numbers bypassed Nebraska, with highs only 60 
at Stagecoach L 8 Nov (LEi) and 47 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa). Earliest 
migrants were 3 inn Saunders Co 7 Oct (THo). Last were 8 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 21 Nov (LMa) and 3 at Offutt Base L 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
Oldsquaw: Possibly 2 different birds were in ne NE for the only 
reports: an imm or female was at Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH), and 
another was at Niobrara SL 11-24 Nov (MBr fide NR) . 
Black Scoter: The rarest of NE scoters, and probably only casual in 
occurrence, 1 appeared at Branched Oak SRA 23 Oct (*JoJ), an early 
date, and was compared to a nearby surf Seater. 
surf Scoter: There was a good showing of 5 birds this fall: 1 was 
early at Wehrspann L 5 Oct (JoJ), a female-plumaged bird was at 
Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo), 1 was at Branched Oak SRA 23 Oct 
(JoJ), 1 was at Wildwood WMA 29 Oct (JoJ), and finally another was 
at Wehrspann L 5 Nov (JoJ). 
White-winged Scoter: usually considered the most likely seater to 
appear in NE, only 2 sightings were made, although 4 birds were 
involved: 3 were at DeSoto Bend NWR 2 Nov (JoJ), and 1 was at 
Stagecoach L 8 Nov (LEi). 
Common Goldeneye: First to appear was 1 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa), 
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followed by 4 at Wagontrain L 8 Nov (LEi) . Best count by the 
period's end was 279 at NPNWR 14 Nov (LKo). 
Barrow• s Goldeneye: Very rare in NE, but probably of casual 
occurrence at least in the North Platte valley, a male was reported 
at sandpits 2 miles w of Doniphan 25 Nov; it remained for the Grand 
Island CBC and was compared with Common Goldeneyes (JJe). 
Bufflehead: A straggler remained at CLNWR at least until 15 Aug 
(LMa). First migrants were 52 at CLNWR 16 Sep (MFr), inc NE 45 
were at Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa,LBl), and in e NE 50 were at 
stagecoach Lon 8 Nov (LEi). Best count was 310 at CLNWR 23 Oct 
(LMa). Many remained through the period. 
Hooded Merganser: A single at L Babcock 10 Sep (JoJ) may have 
summered, while a female at Branched Oak SRA (JMo) may have been a 
migrant. Best count was 17 at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa), while 11 were at 
Wehrspann L 31 Oct (JoJ). Offutt Base L still had 4 on 30 Nov 
(BP,LP). 
common Merganser: Fall numbers peaked at NPNWR 14 Nov, when 5593 
were present; 156 were there 11 Aug (LKo), as discussed in the 
summer Report. First in c NE were 80 at Harlan Co Res 5 Nov 
(LRa,RHa) and in e NE 1 was at Stagecoach Lon 8 Nov (LEi). Best 
count for c and e NE was 3000 at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa), a 
preferred location for this species. 
Red-breasted Merganser: Earliest was 1 at NPNWR on 26 Oct (LMa), 
while best count was only 4, at NPNWR 3 Nov (LMa) and Summit Res 
SRA 31 Oct (JoJ). Latest were 3 at Branched Oak SRA 5 Nov (JoJ). 
Ruddy Duck: Peak numbers for this cold-sensitive species were "at 
least 1000 11 at Johnson Res SRA on 29 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 825 at CLNWR 
on 30 Sep (MFr), while best in e NE was 200 at Branched Oak SRA 15 
Oct (JoJ). Earliest in e NE were 4 at Branched Oak SRA on 8 Oct 
(BP,LP). Last in w NE were 10 at CLNWR on 13 Nov (MFr), but 1 was 
still at Offutt Base L 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
Turkey Vulture: A good count of 37 was made in se Otoe Co 3 Sep 
(LLF). Last were 6 near Gering 30 Sep (AKe), 1 at Ponca SP 15 Oct 
(JJo), and another in Otoe Co 18 Oct (LLF). 
osprey: This species passes through NE in good numbers, with at 
least 30 reported. Best count was 9 in Lancaster Co (7 at Branched 
Oak SRA) on 10 Sep (LEi). First was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 20 Aug (LEi) 
and last 1 at NPNWR 13 Oct (LMa) and another rather late at Pawnee 
L SRA 18 Nov (LEi). 
Mississippi Kite: At least 9 adults and a nest with a young bird 
were at Ogallala (SJD,WRS), where ads were seen at least until 19 
Aug (BFH) • 
Bald Eagle: First fall birds were 1 at Branched Oak SRA 16 Sep 
(JMo) and another inn Saunders Co 1 Oct (THo). Best fall total ws 
a modest 18 at NPNWR 28 Nov (LKo). 
Northern Harrier: First migrant in e NE was 1 at Arbor L WMA 16 Sep 
(LEi) . The small summer population at CLNWR increased to 21 on 12 
Oct (LMa) . 
Sharp-shinned Hawk: First fall arrivals were 1 in Douglas Co 8 Sep 
(JoJ) and 2 at FF 15 Sep (BP,LP). 
Cooper's Hawk: A female in York Co 19 Aug (JoJ) may have summered 
nearby, although other early birds included 1 at Arbor Day Farm 7 
Sep (LLF) and a female at Weis Lagoon WPA 3 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Northern Goshawk: The only report was of 1 at Ponderosa WMA 28 Oct 
(LMa), probably an early fall migrant, although this species is 
seen occasionally in summer along the Pine Ridge. 
Red-shouldered Hawk: The only report was from the regular location 
at FF, of 1 on 18 Oct (BP,LP). 
Broad-winged Hawk: The usual very few fall migrants were reported: 
1 at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP), another in Douglas Co 18 Sep (JoJ), and 2 at 
Jack Sinn WMA 24 Sep (JMo) . Do concentrations occur in fall 
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anywhere in NE? 
swainson•s Hawk: Latest were 1 in Thomas Co 9 Oct (NR) and another 
at CLNWR 10 Oct (MFr). Easterly were singles in Dixon Co 6 Sep 
(JJo) and in Saunders Co 10 Sep (BP,LP). The only flock was 11 in 
Clay Co 17 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Red-tailed Hawk: Best counts were 30 in Dixon Co 23 Nov (JJo) and 
11 in se Otoe Co 10 Oct (LLF). 
Ferruginous Hawk: Easternmost was 1 in Blaine Co 8 Oct (fide NR). 
Rough-legged Hawk: Earliest was indeed early, at NPNWR on 19 Sep 
(LKo); most arrivals were in October, led by birds in Thomas and 
Blaine Cos 8 Oct (NR). 
Golden Eagle: Sandhills reports, presumably post-breeding 
dispersers, were 1 in Cherry Co 8 Oct (fide NR) and 2 in Thomas Co 
25 Oct (RGr) . 
American Kestrel: Migrants appeared in mid-late Sep, with counts of 
18 in Dixon Co 16 Sep (JJo) and 14 near Gering 24 Sep (AKe). 
Merlin: A male n of Harrison 5 Aug (SJD) was of interest in that 
this species may breed rarely in the Pine Ridge. However, immatures 
and possibly failed breeders may appear early in fall, such as 1 at 
Pintail WMA as early as 19 Aug (JoJ). Through the period, an 
additional 14 birds were found from the Rainwater Basin eastward. 
Peregrine Falcon: This species is becoming a regular spring and 
fall migrant through the Rainwater Basin, where singles were seen 
17 Sep at both Harvard WPA and Hansen Lagoon WPA (JoJ), and 3 miles 
n of Lushton on 28 Oct (NR). Apparently hunting prairie grouse was 
1 near Halsey 7-8 Oct (fide NR), while another was seen in Dodge Co 
20 Sep (JoJ). 
Prairie Falcon: At least 1 was as far e as the Thomas, Blaine, and 
Cherry Cos area for the fall NOU meeting 6-8 Oct (fide NR), while 
another was near Eddyville 6 Oct (LRa,RHa). 
Gray Partridge: None were reported. 
Ring-necked Pheasant: Best counts were 35 in Dixon Co 4 Sep (JJo) 
and 18 at CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa). 
Greater Prairie-Chicken: Upper Loup Valley populations seem to be 
in good shape, with several seen 6-7 Oct at the NOU meeting (fide 
NR), and 40 at Davis Creek Rec Area 25 Nov (LRa,RHa). In ne Kearney 
Co 2 were seen 15 Oct (LRa,RHa). 
Sharp-tailed Grouse: As expected, several were found during the NOU 
meeting 6-7 Oct in the Blaine/Thomas Co area (fide NR). Of interest 
in an area where this species is re-establishing itself, according 
to a local rancher, possibly due to CPR grassland, a flock of 16 
was seen about 8 miles sw of Kimball on 23 Sep (WRS). 
Wild Turkey: Reports were from NNF at Halsey (fide NR) and 
Ponderosa WMA, where 35 were seen 8 Oct (LMa). 
Black Rail: Sightings at CLNWR 15 Aug (LMa) and 6 Sep (Bob 
Behrends) were discussed in the summer Report. 
Virginia Rail: Migrants were noted at Arbor L WMA 12 Aug-7 Oct 
(LEi), where the species is not known to breed, and at least 1 was 
in Blaine Co as late as 8 Oct (fide NR). 
Sora: Best counts were 3 at Arbor L WMA 16 Sep (LEi) and at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (LRaRHa), 4 at Hansen Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JoJ), 
and "several" at Funk Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JMo). Last were 1 near 
Niobrara 16 Sep (JoJ) and 2 at Arbor L WMA 23 Sep (LEi) . 
American Coot: Peak fall counts were 2531 at NPNWR on 17 Oct (LKo), 
2211 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr), and, in e NE, 1000 each at Branched 
Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi) and Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa,BBl). Migrants 
arrived at Branched Oak SRA 23 Sep, when 10 were seen (LEi), Last 
in w NE were 7 at NPNWR 21 Nov (LMa) and in the e, 1 was still at 
Offutt Base Lon 30 Nov (BP,LP). 
sandhill Crane: Earliest were 2 ads and 2 imms 1 mile n of Mallard 
Haven WPA 3 Sep (LRa,RHa), while best counts were 800 in Hall Co 30 
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Nov (Gary Lingle fide NR) and 500 s of Gering 1 Nov (AKe). 
Whooping Crane: A single bird was at a private marsh in Kearney co 
2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA 12-18 Nov (RHa), and two reports were 
on 25 Nov: 5 were just w of Rowe Sanctuary (fide LRa,RHa), and 2 
were 6 miles w of Broken Bow (Ruth Green fide NR) . 
Black-bellied Plover: First for fall were 3 at NPNWR on 11 Aug 
where it is very rare (LMa) and 1 at Sinninger Lagoon WPA; far mor~ 
regular in e and c NE, about 50 birds were recorded there, 
including a high count of 23 at L Babcock 17 Sep (JoJ) .1"ast was 1 
at Branched Oak SRA 23 Oct (JoJ), a rather late date. 
American Golden-Plover: Generally less numerous in fall than in 
spring, at least 30 were found in e and c NE between 8 Sep (5 at 
Jack Sinn WMA) and 20 Sep (13 near Schuyler), the latter the high 
count (all JoJ). 
semipalmated Plover: High count was 32 at Calamus Res on 20 Aug 
(LRa,RHa), and last was 1 at Branched Oak SRA 8 Oct (JoJ). None 
were reported w of Loup Co. 
Piping Plover: Few are reported in fall; last was 1 at L North on 
26 Aug (JoJ). The only other report was from the LM breeding 
location, a single on 11 Aug (JoJ) . 
Killdeer: Fall flocks included 138 at Stagecoach L 12 Aug (LEi) and 
65 at NPNWR 11 Aug (LKo). Breeders departed the high country of 
James Ranch 18 Sep (SLe). Numbers decline rapidly in Nov, but a few 
remain at favored locations into Dec. 
American Avocet: A large breeding population was evident in the 
Sandhills, such as 177 near Lakeside 5 Aug (SJD,WRS); 42 were noted 
in Sheridan Co 28 Sep (LMa). All other reports were from the 
Rainwater Basin and eastward. Earliest were 4, 2 in breeding and 2 
in "winter" plumage (family group?), in a flooded field near 
Heartwell on 12 Aug (LRa,RHa), while 11-14 migrants (or a post-
fledging flock?) at Theesen Lagoon WPA 13-14 Aug (BP,LP,JoJ), while 
last was a single at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo). Best count for 
c and e NE was 15 at Theesen Lagoon WPA 17 Sep (JoJ). 
Greater Yellowlegs: Best fall counts were 60 at Mallard Haven WPA 
on 17 Sep (JoJ) and 30 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa). Latest were in e 
NE, singles at Wehrspann L 5 Nov (JoJ) and another, "probably this 
species," at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo). Last in thew was 1 at 
CLNWR on 23 Oct (LMa). 
Lesser Yellowlegs: Best fall count was 175 at Mallard Haven WPA 17 
Sep (JoJ); in thew, best was 46 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa). Last in 
w NE were 2 at CLNWR on 14 Oct (LMa) and in c and e NE 2 at Jack 
Sinn WMA on 8 Oct (LEi). 
Solitary Sandpiper: Widely reported in small numbers, last were 4 
at Fahrenholz Ponds 16 Sep (JJo) and 4 in Lancaster Co the same day 
(LEi) . 
Willet: A few migrate through ec NE in fall; of only 14 reported, 
earliest was 1 at Sinnenger Lagoon WPA 11 Aug (JoJ) and last were 
2 at Mallard Haven WPA 17 Sep (JoJ). Best count was 8 at Sinninger 
Lagoon WPA 14 Aug (BP,LP). 
Spotted Sandpiper: Latest was a rather late bird at NPNWR 22 Sep 
(LMa), while elsewhere last were 2 at Wagontrain L 30 Aug (LEi). 
Best count was 10 at NPNR 11 Aug (LKo,LMa). 
Upland Sandpiper: A very high count was of 62 in an alfalfa field 
near Odessa in Buffalo Co on 12 Aug (JoJ). Latest were 3 sw of 
Gibbon on 26 Aug (LRa,RHa) and 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 4 Sep 
(LRa,RHa). 
Long-billed Curlew: Last, and only report, were 3 at NPNWR on 23 
Aug (LKo). This species was inconspicuous this summer after early 
Jul (see Summer Report). 
Marbled Godwit: Best fall count was 22 at NPNWR on 11 Aug 
(LKo,LMa). Last, and only other report, were 2 at CLNWR 12 Sep 
102 The Nebraska Bird Review Vol. 63 
(LMa). 
Red Knot: Adding to the fewer than 10 fall records for NE, 1 in 
fading alternate plumage was photographed 13 Aug at Sinninger 
Lagoon WPA (JoJ). 
Sanderling: Despite my comment that this is "generally an uncommon 
migrant" in NE (Summer Report), excellent numbers were found this 
fall, including possibly unprecedented high counts of 67 at L 
Babcock on 10 Sep (JoJ) and 41 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa). It is 
interesting that of a total of 196 birds counted by JoJ this fall, 
192 were at L North/L Babcock, suggesting that the habitats 
preferred by Sanderlings (and avoided by other species) may not 
always be checked by shorebirders. Latest were 1 at L North 1 Oct 
(JoJ) and another at Pawnee L SRA 7 Oct (LEi). 
Semipalmated Sandpiper: Best fall count was 150 at Pearson Basin 
19-26 Aug (JoJ); last were 11 at Stagecoach Lon 6 Sep (LEi), 1 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 23 Sep (LRa,RHa), and 1 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa). 
The latter was the only report from w NE. 
Western Sandpiper: Best count for fall was 35 at Pearson Basin 19-
26 Aug (JoJ), the latter date the last for the season, along with 
3 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 30 Sep (LRa,RHa). Few were reported from w 
NE, where it should be more common than Semipalmated. Observers 
should count this and the preceding species carefully, as somewhere 
in NE, from w to e, Westerns become less common than Semipalmateds. 
Least Sandpiper: Best counts were 125 at Pearson Basin on 26 Aug 
(JoJ) and 33 at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa). Last were a very late, but 
not unprecedented, single at Wagontrain Lon 5 Nov (LEi), 4 at a 
marsh 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), and 17 at 
CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa). 
White-rumped Sandpiper: This species is rare in fall in the 
interior; only 1 report was received, of 1 at Hansen Lagoon WPA on 
3 Sep (LRa,RHa). Fall reports of this species should include 
details. 
Baird's Sandpiper: Best count was 120 at NPNWR on 11 Aug (LMa), but 
in e NE, only 15, in Lancaster Co 6 Sep (LEi). Last was a single at 
CLNWR 30 Sep (MFr,LMa). 
Pectoral Sandpiper: Numbers were outstanding this fall; last fall 
high count was only 28, but this fall 300 were at Kirkpatrick WMA 
20 Aug (JoJ) and 150 at Pearson Basin 19-26 Aug (JoJ) for best 
counts. Only 3 were reported from w NE, where the species is 
uncommon; these were at NPNWR 12 Oct (LMa), also latest 
except for 1 at a marsh 2 miles e of Funk Lagoon WPA on 14 Oct 
(LRa,RHa) and another at Pawnee L SRA 28 Oct (LEi). 
Dunlin: Two birds described as "calidris sp., maybe Dunlin?" were 
seen at Branched Oak SRA 29 Oct (JMo) . While known to occur late in 
fall at times, there are only about 20 fall records for NE. 
Stilt Sandpiper: The usual good numbers passed through, with high 
counts 125 at Pearson Basin 26 Aug (JoJ) and 115 at Mallard Haven 
17 Sep (JoJ). None were reported w of Phelps Co; it is far less 
common in w NE. Last were 4 in Lancaster Co 7 Oct (LEi), 16 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 24 Sep (WRS) and 22 at Theesen Lagoon WPA the same day 
(WRS). 
Buff-breasted Sandpiper: Numbers were good this fall, with over 125 
counted; fall numbers are often erratic. None appeared until 5 Aug, 
when 12 were at Theesen Lagoon WPA (JoJ). Best counts were 31 at 
North Lake Basin WMA on 11 Aug (JoJ) and 25 on 27 Aug at the sod 
farm at the junction of W Denton and N 1st in Lincoln (LEi). Last 
were 2 at Schuyler and 2 at North Lake Basin WMA on 20 Sep (JoJ). 
None were reported w of Kearney Co, where 1 was seen near Heartwell 
on 4 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Short-billed Dowitcher: Recent observations indicate that this 
species occurs w at least to Keith Co in migration, often in good 
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numbers. JoJ noted that virtually all birds seen by him this fall 
were juveniles. Ads should pass through first, and if molted into 
winter plumage are very difficult to separate from Long-billed 
except by call; many of these may be easily overlooked. Earliest 
for fall were 40-45 identified by call and also the best count, at 
Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (SJD,WRS). Last were 2 ads at Jack Sinn WMA 
on 8 Oct (JoJ), rather late, and 3 near Niobrara on 16 Sep (JJo). 
Long-billed Dowitcher: As usual, good numbers were detected 
statewide, with high counts 299 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 100 at 
Funk Lagoon WPA on 20 Aug (JoJ). Last were 36 at CLNWR on 23 Oct 
(LMa) and 1 at Branched Oak SRA the same day (JoJ). Observers 
should take great care identifying early fall dowitchers in winter 
plumage; those seen in Jul and early Aug are very likely to be 
Short-billed ads, except possibly in w NE. Among 40-45 Short-
billeds seen at Funk Lagoon WPA 6 Aug (see above), only 1 Long-
billed could be detected by call (SJD,WRS). In Missouri (Birds of 
Missouri, Robbins and Easterla) Long-billeds do not outnumber 
Short-billeds until the end of Aug. 
common Snipe: First migrants at non-breeding locations were 2 at 
Arbor Lake WMA on 20 Aug (LEi). Best count was only 10, s of Gering 
16 Oct (AKe). Singles commonly linger into Dec. 
American Woodcock: A single was at Arbor Day Farm 30-31 Oct (LLF), 
for the only report. 
Wilson's Phalarope: Best counts, as usual in w NE, included 731 at 
CLNWR on 27 Aug (LMa) , but only 60 in c and e NE, at Theesen Lagoon 
WPA on 13 Aug (JoJ) . Last were 3 at Gering SL on 19 Sep (AKe) , 2 at 
CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 1 at Jack Sinn WMA on 2 Sep (JMo). 
Red-necked Pha1arope: Few are seen in fall, although this year 10 
were reported. First was 1 at Theesen Lagoon WPA 10 Sep (JoJ), 
while 6 were at CLNWR 12 Sep (LMa). Singles were at Theesen Lagoon 
WPA 17 Sep, L Babcock 17 Sep, and at Sinninger Lagoon WPA 17 Sep 
(all JoJ). 
Red Phalarope: The 5th record for NE was a juvenile molting to 1st 
winter plumage photographed at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (JoJ). The 5 
records are all in the narrow period 26 Sep-15 Oct from Cherry, 
Pierce (2), Platte, and Lancaster Cos. 
Franklin's Gull: Best counts for the fall were 3000 at Branched Oak 
SRA 1 Oct (LEi), 3000 at Pawnee L SRA on 5 Oct (JoJ), 2000 at Funk 
Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (WRS), and, in w NE, 778 at NPNWR (LKo). 
Latest in w NE were 59 in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (LMa,AKe), inc NE 
a single was at Harlan Co Res 5 Nov (LRa,RHa), and in e NE 1 was at 
Gavin's Point Dam 4 Nov (BFH). As many as 70 had arrived at NPNWR 
as early as 11 Aug (LKo) , while earliest in e NE were 5 at Branched 
Oak SRA 12 Aug (LEi). 
Bonaparte's Gull: Earliest was a very large group of 500 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 16 Sep (LEi). Best count was 550 in Lancaster 
Co, including 500 at Branched Oak SRA, on 1 Oct (LEi). Best to the 
w were 75 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) and 14 at NPNWR on 3 Nov 
(LMa). Last in e NE was 1 on 18 Nov at Branched Oak SRA (LEi), 
while 1 with a broken leg was at Harlan Co Res 11 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Ring-billed Gull: Numbers began increasing in late Sep, with high 
counts reached in Oct-Nov, when 1375 were at NPNWR on 6 Oct (LKo) 
and 1075 there 3 Nov (LMa). Of about 275 at LM 24 Sep, 10% were 
1st-year birds (WRS). 
California Gull: At LM 66 had arrived by 6 Aug, almost all ads 
(SJD,WRS); smaller numbers were reported from LM subsequently, but 
none elsewhere. 
Herring Gull: The first for fall were 3 at NPNWR on 11 Aug (LKo). 
This species does not usually occur in large numbers in NE, and no 
concentrations were reported. 
Thayer's Gull: Becoming regular in the state in fall and winter, 2 
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were reported this fall: a single was below the Gavin's Point Dam 
25 Oct (Mark Brogie, fide NR) and another was documented at 
Cunningham Lon 23 Nov (JoJ). 
Glaucous Gull: Two had arrived before the end of the period: 
singles at Cunningham L on 23 Nov (JoJ) and at Branched Oak SRA 26 
Nov (JoJ) • 
Black-legged Kittiwake: The appearance of 2 this fall increased the 
list of NE reports to 15, 9 in fall and 6 in spring, suggesting 
casual status for this species. Both were 1st winter birds, 
photographed by JoJ; 1 at Cunningham L on 21 Nov, the other at 
Summit Res SRA 27 Nov. All NE fall reports are in the period 30 
Oct-18 Dec, with up to 3 seen on 5 Dec 1988 below Gavin's Point Dam 
(Brogie, NBR 57:53, NBR 58:93). 
Sabine's Gull: A juvenile appeared at Pawnee L SRA 22 Oct (JoJ), 
remained to 26 Oct (BP,LP), and was photographed (JoJ). This is the 
10th NE record, 9th in fall; the previous fall records are in the 
period 2 Sep-30 Oct. 
Caspian Tern: Few occur in fall in NE. All reports were from e NE 
by JoJ, a total of about 12; first was 1 at Pawnee L SRA 31 Aug, 
most were 5 at Branched Oak SRA 8 Sep, and last were 3 at 
Cunningham L 21 Sep. 
Common Tern: Care is needed to identify this species; more than the 
dark primaries should be seen. A few were well-described this fall, 
about the usual quota. Earliest was an ad compared to Forster's 
Terns at Branched Oak SRA on 31 Aug (JoJ). At NPNWR 3 were noted 22 
Sep (LMa), 1 was at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi), and 3 juveniles 
at Branched Oak SRA 5 Oct were well-described (JoJ) . 
Forster• s Tern: Fall migrants appeared at Branched Oak SRA in 
numbers on 6 Aug, when 34 were counted (LEi). Best count, and last 
sighting in w NE, was 50 at CLNWR on 16 Sep (MFr), and in e NE 50 
at Branched Oak SRA 9 Aug (JMo). Last was a single at Branched Oak 
SRA 8 Oct (BP,LP). 
Least Tern: The only reports were from breeding locations: 7 were 
at LM 6 Aug (SJD,WRS), and 2 were inn Saunders Co 19 Aug (THo). 
Black Tern: Best fall counts were modest, with 36 at CLNWR on 15 
Aug (LMa) and 30 at Branched Oak SRA on 9 Aug (JMo). Latest were 
singles at CLNWR on 11 Sep (LMa) and in e NE at Wehrspann L 10 Sep 
(BP ,LP). 
Mourning Dove: High count was a meager 48 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa); 
no fall concentrations were reported. Last in w NE was 1 in Scotts 
Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa), and in e NE, where, however, a few linger 
into Dec, 5 at Wagontrain Lon 12 Nov (LEi). 
Black-billed Cuckoo: Only a few were reported, all from the 
Missouri R valley; this the second consecutive year that none have 
been reported w of Lancaster co; last was at FF 15 Sep (BP,LP). 
Yellow-billed Cuckoo: All reports but one were from Saunders Co 
eastward; latest were 1 at Arbor Day Farm 12 Sep (LLF) and 2 at 
DeSoto Bend NWR 14 Sep (JoJ) . Most westerly was 1 at Calamus Res 20 
Aug (LRa,RHa). 
Barn OWl: The only reports were from the established breeding 
population at CLNWR, where 1 was still present at the late date of 
24 Nov (MFr) • 
Burrowing OWl: Few reports were received; an active observer in w 
NE (LMa) did not see any this fall. One was 2 miles e of Lowell on 
9 Oct (LRa,RHa). 
Barred Owl: None were reported. I would appreciate observers in the 
Platte valley letting me know how far w this species occurs. 
Long-eared OWl: Apparently none had arrived by the end of the 
period; no reports were received. 
Short-eared Owl: The only reports for the period were of 2 at CLNWR 
4 Nov (LMa) and a single there 15 Nov (MFr). This is probably a 
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breeding location. 
common Nighthawk: Best counts were 63 at Gering on 21 Aug {AKe) and 
a rather modest e NE high of 36 at Nebraska City on 2 Sep {BP,LP). 
Last were in Cass Co 8 Oct (KDG,GWo), and in w NE 2 s of Gering 18 
Sep (AKe). 
common Poorwill: Very late was a cooperative bird which rested 
beside the road for several observers during the NOU Fall Meeting 
at NNF near Halsey through 9 Oct (BFH,NR); there is only 1 later NE 
record, a road-killed specimen (UNSM 12946) found 1 Nov 1970. 
Chuck-will' s-widow: None were reported; there are only 2 NE records 
in Aug. 
Whip-poor-will: None were reported. 
Chimney swift: Best count was 100 in "a migrating group" at 
Nebraska city 3 Sep (LLF), and in w NE 27 at Gering on 18 Aug 
(AKe). Last were 14 at Bellevue 14 Oct (BP,LP) and in w NE at least 
1 at Gering 4 Sep (AKe). 
White-throated swift: An incredible concentration was noted flying 
around the north side of Scotts Bluff NM on 18 Aug, when no fewer 
than 150 were estimated (BFH). Most leave the Black Hills in late 
Aug (SDOU 1992); presumably these birds were from that area. The 
only other report was of 2 in Sowbelly Canyon 5 Aug (SJD). 
Ruby-throated Hummingbird: All reports were from Missouri R valley 
counties; best count was of 10 at FF on 3 Sep (NR), while last was 
a single at Bellevue 24 Sep (KCR). 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird: There were 3 reports, all from n Sioux 
Co: 1 "probably this species" was at a James Ranch feeder 1 Aug 
(SLe), a female was at a Harrison feeder 4 Aug (*SJD), and 1-2 
females were at the same location 20 Aug (BFH). A report from 
Scottsbluff on 11 Aug was of "Hummingbird sp." (AKe). 
Rufous Hummingbird: None were reported; data in recent years do not 
record this species as often as the preceding. 
Red-headed Woodpecker: Last in w NE was at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa), 
a rather early departure. An immature in Dixon Co 18 Nov was the 
last there (JJo) • Individuals linger into Dec on occasion in se NE. 
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker: The only report was of 1 at Dodge Park in 
Douglas Co on 27 Sep (JoJ), a rather early date. Record dates are 
18 and 19 Sep. 
Northern Flicker: Summer birds at James Ranch include a few with 
intermediate characters, but most appear "yellow-shafted"; the last 
of the latter departed 25 Sep, while "red-shafted" were noted 21-28 
Sep, apparently migrants (SLe). A "red-shafted" bird was at 
Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo). 
Olive-sided Flycatcher: Good numbers were noted again this fall, 
with about 45 sightings, all from Kearney and Franklin Cos 
eastward. Earliest was 1 at Raymond Cemetery on 6 Aug (LEi), tying 
the earliest ever, while last was 1 at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 27 
Sep (CEJ). No more than 3 were seen on one day, those at FF on 24 
Aug (BP, LP) • 
Western wood-Pewee: Reports were from Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos 
only; last was 1 at NPNWR on 8 Sep (LMa). An ad on a nest with 2 
chicks in Monroe Canyon 20 Aug was a very late nesting record 
(BFH); latest date for chicks cited for the Black Hills is 2 Aug 
(SDOU 1992). 
Eastern Wood-Pewee: Most reports were from the Missouri R valley; 
singles at Piebel L SRA 19 Aug (BFH) and near Gibbon 6 Aug 
(LRa,RHa) were most westerly. This species breeds in small numbers 
virtually statewide, but is rare w of Cherry Co in n NE. Latest was 
1 at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 27 Sep (CEJ). 
Alder Flycatcher: Two were identified at FF on 4 Sep by call notes 
(WRS). 
Willow Flycatcher: Four reports involved 1 in Dixon Co on 1 Aug 
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(JJo), 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 5 Aug (LRa,RHa), 1 heard at Arbor 
Day Farm on 18 Aug (LLF), and 2 in Dixon Co 5 Sep (JJo). 
Least Flycatcher: The 6 reports for fall were in the period 5 Aug-
17 Sep and were statewide. This species has a protracted fall 
migration, beginning as early as late Jul; Kansas specimens are in 
the period 3 Jul-24 Sep (Birds in Kansas, Thompson and Ely, 1992). 
Earliest was 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 5 Aug (RHa,LRa), while last were 
singles in Otoe Co 15 Sep (LLF) and at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep 
(LMa) • 
Cordilleran Flycatcher: At the traditional sowbelly Canyon location 
on 5 Aug, an ad was feeding 3 fledged young (SJD,WRS); 1-2 silent 
birds were there 20 Aug (BFH). A migrant was at CLNWR 9 Aug (LMa); 
there are a few prior records from there 28 Aug-9 Sep, and so this 
is a rather early date. Little is known, however, about this 
species as a migrant in NE. 
Eastern Phoebe: All reports were from the Missouri R valley; latest 
were 1 in Sarpy Co 14 Oct (BP,LP) and another at Wyuka cemetery, 
Lincoln, on 12 Oct (LEi). 
Say's Phoebe: Latest, and most easterly, was at NNF, Halsey, at the 
NOU Fall Meeting on 8 Oct (fide NR). This is one of only 5 October 
reports for NE, the latest 10,19, and 29 Oct. This species is also 
very rare away from the Panhandle in fall. Latest otherwise was 1 
in Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS). 
Great crested Flycatcher: All reports were from Saunders Co 
eastward; last were singles at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ) 
and at Arbor Day Farm on 17 Sep (LLF). 
cassin's Kingbird: Reports were from Scotts Bluff Co only; latest 
was 1 at NPNWR on 22 Sep (LMa). 
Western Kingbird: A good count was of 50 s of Gering on 27 Aug 
(AKe), while last were 2 in Kimball Co on 24 Sep (WRS) and 1 at 
CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa,MFr) .Last in e NE was rather early to leave on 
20 Aug at Arbor L WMA (LEi), while inc NE last was near Gibbon 10 
Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Eastern Kingbird: Best count was 47 at Stagecoach L on 30 Aug 
(LEi) . Latest were 12 in Dixon Co on 18 Sep (JJo) and 1 at Fort 
Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa). 
Horned Lark: An influx, or evidence of fall flocking of summering 
birds, was detected at CLNWR where 160 were noted 23 Oct (LMa). 
Purple Martin: Most westerly were in e Cherry Co 6-8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR), about the 4th latest NE date. Best count was 50 at Stagecoach 
Lon 30 Aug (LEi). 
Tree swallow: Best count, surprisingly, was from CLNWR, where 285 
were present 9 Aug (LMa); many of these are migrants, as the summer 
population was low (Summer Report). Previously, migrants have been 
rare in w NE. Best count in e NE was 200 at Branched Oak SRA on 23 
Sep (LEi). Latest was 1 in Dixon Co on 7 Oct (JJo). 
Violet-green swallow: The only reports were of 5 s of Gering on 2 
Aug (AKe) and 1 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa). Presumably the latter was 
a migrant. 
Northern Rough-winged swallow: Best counts were 125 in nc Otoe Co 
25 Aug (LLF), 100 in Dixon Co 17 Aug (JJo), and, in w NE, 56 at 
CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa). Latest were 6 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa) and 40 in Otoe Co 23 Sep (LLF). 
Bank swallow: Best count was an amazing 1820 at CLNWR on 15 Aug 
(LMa); few were reported elsewhere. Last were singles at NPNWR on 
22 Sep (LMa) and at CLNWR the same day (MFr). 
Cliff swallow: Best counts were 330 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) and 200 
in Dixon Co 6 Aug (JJo). Last were 2 at Nebraska City on 23 Sep 
(LLF), and 1 at CLNWR on 22 Sep (MFr). 
Barn swallow: Best counts were 560 at CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa) and 340 
in Lancaster Co 23 Sep LEi). One was rather late at CLNWR 22 Oct 
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(MFr) , while last in c and e NE were 75 in Otoe Co 10 Oct (LLF') and 
6 near Lowell on 15 Oct (LRa,RHa). 
Blue Jay: Migrants were on the move in good numbers at the end of 
Sep; 110 were in se Otoe Co on 29 Sep (LLF) and 100 were flying 
over Branched Oak SRA in small groups on 1 Oct (LEi). 
Pinyon Jay: The only report was of up to 6 at Ponderosa WMA 7-9 Oct 
(LMa). 
Black-billed Magpie: The possibility of breeding is raised at 
Branched Oak SRA; a few birds have appeared in late fall in recent 
years, but this year singles were seen as early as 9 Aug (JMo) and 
26 Aug (JoJ). None were reported from there during the Jun-Jul 
period however. Apparent fall wanderers were 1 at Wolf L in n 
Saunders Co 29 Oct and 4 Nov (THo) and 1 se of West Point on 4 
Nov (LEi) . 
American Crow: The only concentration reported was a flock of 200 
present in Nov in n Saunders Co (THo) . Best count in w NE was 46 in 
Morrill Co on 4 Nov (LMa). 
Red-breasted Nuthatch: Many reports were received from e NE of 
birds at feeders throughout the period, beginning with 2 in 
Bellevue 31 Aug (BP,LP) and 1 in Omaha 2 Sep (NR). This species is 
a common resident at NNF, Halsey, where "lots" were seen 7-8 Oct 
(fide NR) and on the Pine Ridge, where 28 were counted at Ponderosa 
WMA 7 Oct (LMa). 
White-breasted Nuthatch: A fall migrant in an area where nesting 
does not occur was 1 at CLNWR on 3 Sep (LMa). Good numbers are 
resident on the Pine Ridge (different subspecies from those in e 
NE), where 30 were counted at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct (LMa). 
Pygmy Nuthatch: Reports were from areas where this species is 
resident; 11 were in the Wildcat Hills 17 Nov (LMa), 4 in Carter 
Canyon 5 Aug (AKe), and 14 at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct (LMa). 
Brown Creeper: Probably part of the very small summering population 
at FF (1-2 pairs?) was 1 there 19 Aug (BP,LP). First for fall were 
1 at Calamus Res 21 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 2 at Wyuka Cemetery, Lincoln, 
on 24 Oct (LEi). 
Rock Wren: Latest was 1 at CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa), a rather late 
date. 
Carolina wren: Rather westerly was 1 at a Grand Island feeder 
during the fall period (JSt fide NR). Other reports were from the 
lower Missouri R valley. 
House Wren: Last were singles in sw Dixon Co 15 Oct (JJo) and at FF 
the same day (BP,LP), and in w NE at Ponderosa WMA on 8 Oct (LMa). 
Winter Wren: The only reports were probably of migrants, all in the 
Missouri R valley: 1 was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 10 Oct (JoJ), 
another at Arbor Day Farm on 25 Oct (LLF), and 2 there 27 Oct 
(LLF). 
Sedge Wren: As discussed in the summer Report, this species is 
usually most common in NE in late Jul and Aug; this was true this 
fall also, although no evidence of nesting was reported. Best count 
was 13 at Wehrspann Lon 17 Aug (BP,LP). Also, at least 3 were se 
of Gibbon 5-27 Aug (LRa,RHa), 3 arrived at Arbor L WMA 6 Aug (LEi), 
at least 1 was at Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa), and 1 was at Arbor 
Day Farm 20 Aug (LLF). Last were 3 at Jack Sinn WMA on 10 Sep 
(BP,LP) and 5 rather late at Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi). 
Marsh Wren: Last in w NE was 1 still at CLNWR on 30 Nov (LMa); it 
may have been attempting to overwinter, as occurs in the nearby 
North Platte valley. A single was at Arbor L WMA as early as 6 Aug 
(LEi); it may have been summering, as 1 was there 1 Jul (Summer 
Report). Last in e NE were 2 at Arbor L WMA on 7 Oct (LEi) as well 
as 2 others in Lancaster Co the same day (JMo). 
Golden-crowned Kinglet: Earliest were 1 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 7 Oct 
(JoJ) and 3 at Arbor Day Farm 10 Oct (LLF) . None were reported w of 
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Kearney Co; a few remain into Dec in e NE. 
Ruby-crowned Kinglet: Earliest were singles at Branched Oak SRA 16 
Sep (LEi) and at Eckhardt Lagoon WPA 17 Sep (LRa,RHa), rather early 
as far s in NE; early dates s of the Platte valley are 21-22 Sep. 
Best count was 25 in Washington Co 17 Oct (JoJ), and last were 2 at 
NPNWR on the rather late date 3 Nov (LMa). 
Blue-gray Gnatcatcher: Tying the third latest ever was 1 at FF 10 
Sep (BP,LP). There were no other reports. 
Eastern Bluebird: Westerly was 1 at James Ranch 21 Aug (SLe). 
Latest reported were 1 in Lancaster Co 12 Nov (LEi) and another in 
Otoe Co 7 Nov (LLF). 
Mountain Bluebird: Last within the breeding range were 22 in Dawes 
Co on 8 Oct (LMa), also the best count. Five at CLNWR on 12 Oct 
(LMa) were migrants, and 1 was rather easterly 3.5 miles ne of 
Arnold 8 Oct (LRa,RHa). Unexpected was 1 photographed at Malcolm on 
5 Nov (JoJ); this species is rare in e NE, where it occurs on 
occasion in winter. 
Townsend's Solitaire: Early arrivals were 12 at Fort Robinson SP on 
17 Sep (LMa), and 1 as far e as Neale Woods in Douglas Co eating 
cedar berries on 28 Sep (BP,LP), apparently the earliest ever so 
far e. Large numbers were in Thomas Co early also, with as many as 
200 at NNF, Halsey, 6-8 Oct (BFH,LRa,RHa). 
Swainson's Thrush: This was a poor year for this species, with only 
5 reported. First was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 1 Sep (JoJ), a 
rather early date, followed by singles at Elmwood Park, Omaha, on 
7 and 21 Sep (CEJ), another at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep 
(LRa,RHa), and ending with 1 at Arbor Day Farm 2 Oct (LLF). 
Hermit Thrush: Surprisingly, none were reported by the end of the 
period. 
Wood Thrush: The only report was of 1 at Arbor Day Farm on 3 Sep 
(LLF). 
American Robin: Best counts were 160 in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep 
(LMa) and 80 inn Saunders Co 4 Nov (THo). 
Gray catbird: Latest were 1 at FF on 9 Oct (BP,LP) and another at 
NNF,Halsey, on 8 Oct (fide NR), also the most westerly reported. 
Northern Mockingbird: Six were reported statewide, from 1 s of 
Gering 6 Aug (AKe) to another in e Otoe Co 29 Oct (LLF). 
Brown Thrasher: Most left by early Oct, with singles at Arbor Day 
Farm on 5 Oct (LLF) and in Thomas Co 8 Oct (fide NR). However much 
later were 1 as far w as CLNWR on 30 Oct (MFr) and 1 very late bird 
still at the DeSoto Bend NWR feeder on 30 Nov (JoJ). 
American Pipit: About 70 birds were reported, including an 
excellent count of 45 at Jack Sinn WMA 26 Oct (BP,LP), also the 
latest. Earliest were 2 at the same place 7 Oct (LEi). One 
attempted to enter the Kearney Pizza Hut on 23 Oct by flying 
through a window, but crashed to the ground, took a drink (water), 
and flew away (LRa,RHa). 
Cedar Waxwing: Large numbers had not arrived by period's end, best 
count only 60 in n Saunders Co on 24 Nov (THo) . 
Northern Shrike: First were singles s of Gering on 25 Oct (AKe) and 
rather southeasterly 3 miles se of Gibbon on 28 Oct (LRa,RHa). Two 
were in Dixon Co on 23 Nov (JJo). 
Loggerhead Shrike: Last in w NE, where the 2 shrike species usually 
do not overlap, was 1 at CLNWR on 30 Sep (MFr), in itself a late 
date, although another was exceedingly late at NPNWR on 3 Nov 
(LMa). There are fewer than 5 reports later than this in the 
Panhandle. 
European Starling: Best counts were 1150 in Scotts Bluff Co on 3 
Nov (LMa) and 1000 in se Otoe Co 19 Nov (LLF). 
Bell's Vireo: Summering birds were noted in Lincoln (WRS) and 
Lancaster Cos (LEi) in Aug; an amazing 30 were counted around 
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Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa). A few were still se of Gibbon 27 Aug 
(LRa,RHa), while last was 1 in Otoe Co 3 Sep (LLF). 
Solitary Vireo: A singing male of the plumbeus race was in Sowbelly 
canyon 20 Aug (BFH), where it is a regular summer resident. All 
reports of migrants, about 10 birds in all, were from York Co 
eastward; in York Co 1 was seen 10 Sep (JoJ). Earliest was 1 at FF 
on 1 Sep (BP,LP), while last was at Neale Woods on 28 Sep (BP,LP). 
Yellow-throated Vireo: Last were singles at Arbor Day Farm 13 Sep 
(LLF) and at FF 10 Sep (BP,LP), both sites within the summer range. 
warbling Vireo: None were reported w of Saunders Co, even though 
breeding is statewide. Last were 5 at FF on 10 Sep (BP,LP) and 1 at 
Branched Oak SRA 16 Sep (LEi). 
Philadelphia Vireo: The 3 reports were of singles at FF 4 Sep 
(WRS), Arbor Day Farm 10 Sep (LLF), and n Lancaster Co 16 Sep 
(LEi). The dark lores should be seen to clinch identification of 
fall birds of this species. 
Red-eyed Vireo: Noteworthy in summer in the Panhandle, 2 were at 
carter Canyon 5 Aug (AKe) and another (elsewhere?) in Scotts Bluff 
Co the same day (LMa) . Departing migrant reports were all from e 
NE, with latest 1 at Arbor Day Farm 17 Sep (LLF) and another at 
Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ). 
Blue-winged warbler: One was reported in Dixon Co 9-10 Sep (JJo); 
this is only the 11th fall report for NE, and 2nd latest. 
Interestingly, 1 was in Dakota Co on 1 Sep 1994 (NBR). 
Golden-winged warbler: A single was at DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep 
(JoJ); this is the 12th fall report for NE, and the latest ever, by 
a few days. 
Tennessee warbler: All reports were from e NE; it is very rare in 
w NE in fall. Earliest was 1 at FF on 5 Sep (BP,LP), best count 10 
there on 9 Sep (BP,LP), and last 1 in Dixon Co 7 Oct (JJo). 
orange-crowned Warbler: One of the few migrant warblers occurring 
statewide in fall, earliest were 1 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 Sep 
(JoJ), and in w NE 9 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa), the latter also the 
best count. Last were 1 rather late at FF 25 Oct (BP,LP), and in w 
NE, 2 at Ponderosa WMA on 8 Oct (LMa). 
Nashville Warbler: Essentially an e NE migrant in fall, none were 
reported w of Thomas Co, where at least 1 was seen 8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR). Earliest were 8 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP), best count 12 there on 
9 Sep (BP,LP), and last 1 in Otoe Co 14 Oct (LLF). 
Northern Parula: Last for this uncommon summer resident in e NE 
were 4 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ), a good count, 1 at Dodge 
Park, Omaha, the same day (JoJ), and another there 20 Sep (JoJ). 
Yellow Warbler: None were seen after 15 Aug in w NE, when 1 was at 
CLNWR (LMa). In e NE last were 2 at Arbor Day Farm 8 Sep (LLF), 
while in c NE 2 were at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (LRa,RHa). 
Chestnut-sided Warbler: Reports were of 8 birds in the Missouri R 
valley in the period 2 Sep, 1 at FF (BP,LP), through 20 Sep, 2 at 
Dodge Park, Omaha (JoJ). 
Magnolia Warbler: Reports totalled 11 birds, all in the Missouri R 
valley; earliest was 1 at FF 1 Sep (BP,LP), best count 4 at DeSoto 
Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ), and last 2 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 12 
Sep (JoJ) . 
Black-throated Blue Warbler: Most NE records are in fall; this year 
a female was at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 19 Sep (JoJ), and a single 
was on the UNL campus 11 Oct (TEL) . The latter, unlike most 
reported by the observer, was living! 
Yellow-rumped Warbler: Earliest were 6 at Cedar Island in Sarpy Co 
on 14 Sep (BP,LP), while in w NE away from the breeding range 3 at 
CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa) were earliest. Best counts were 100 at 
Branched Oak SRA on 1 Oct (LEi) and 40 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa). Last in w NE was at Gering on 30 Oct (AKe), while in e NE, 
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where a few linger into Dec most years, none were reported later 
than 25 Oct, when 2 were at Arbor Day Farm (LLF) and 10 at FF 
(BP,LP). 
Black-throated Green warbler: Only 4 were reported, all in the 
Missouri R valley. at FF, 2 were seen 3 Sep (BP,LP,NR), and singles 
were at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP) and at DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep (JoJ). 
Blackburnian warbler: The only reports were of 1 at Arbor Day Farm 
9 Sep (LLF) and another at FF 4 Sep (WRS). 
Yellow-throated warbler: Last to leave FF was 1 on 5 Sep (BP,LP), 
the only report. 
Bay-breasted warbler: Readily seen in fall but rare in spring, 
about 18 were counted in the Missouri R valley. First was 1 at FF 
2 Sep (BP,LP), best count 6 at DeSoto Bend NWR on 11 Sep (JoJ), and 
last 1 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 15 Sep (JoJ). 
Black-and-white Warbler: Only 6 were reported: singles at FF on 1 
and 10 Sep (BP,LP), 1 at Schramm SRA on 2 Sep (JMo), and 3 at FF on 
9 Sep. 
American Redstart: Last of this summer resident was 1 at DeSoto 
Bend MWR 11 Sep (JoJ). Few were reported, none w of the Missouri R 
valley. 
ovenbird: Last were 4 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 Sep (JoJ); the few 
reports were from the Missouri R valley. 
Northern Waterthrush: Earliest were 3 at Dodge Park, Omaha, on 8 
Sep (JoJ), while best count and last were 8 there on 11 Sep (JoJ). 
No late birds were noted, in contrast to the last 2 falls. 
Connecticut Warbler: Details were provided for 1 at FF on 1 Sep 
(BP,LP); this date is the 2nd earliest ever for this rare migrant. 
There are about 45 fall records in all for NE. 
Mourning Warbler: Five were reported: 3 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP), and 
singles at Arbor Day Farm 3 Sep (LLF) and DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep 
(JoJ). 
Common Yellowthroat: Last in e NE was 1 at FF 27 Sep (BP,LP), but 
1 was rather late in w NE, at CLNWR 11 Oct (LMa). 
Wilson's Warbler: Good numbers were reported statewide, with best 
counts 14 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa) and 8 at FF 1 Sep (BP,LP). This 
is one of the few warblers as common, or more so, in w NE when 
compared to e NE. Earliest was the 3rd earliest ever for NE, at 
CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) , followed at a more normal date by 6 at Gering 
Cemetery on 1 Sep (AKe) and 8 at FF the same day (BP,LP). Last 
were in w NE, singles in Scotts Bluff Co 30 Sep (AKe, LMa) and 
another at Oliver Res SRA 23 Sep (WRS). In e NE, last was 1 at 
Dodge Park, Omaha, 19 Sep (JoJ). 
Canada Warbler: Five were reported, all in the Missouri R valley: 
1 was at Bellevue 31 Aug (BP,LP), 2 at FF on 1 Sep (BP,LP), 1 at 
DeSoto Bend NWR 11 Sep (JoJ), and 1 at FF 12 Sep (BP,LP). 
summer Tanager: None were reported. 
Scarlet Tanager: Latest of only 2 reports was 1 at Neale Woods 28 
Sep (BP,LP), a rather late date, while 2 were at FF on 3 Sep 
(BP,LP). 
western Tanager: Latest were 2 at Gering Cemetery on 30 Sep (AKe), 
a rather late date. None were reported e of the Panhandle. 
Northern Cardinal: The latest on the small breeding population in 
Scotts Bluff Co indicates a male and 3 females at the usual 
location just e of Scottsbluff and a male seen in Gering (AKe). 
Rose-breasted Grosbeak: None were reported w of Lancaster Co; best 
count was 40 at FF 9 Sep (BP,LP), while last were 1 near Gibbon on 
17 Sep (LRa,RHa) and another at DeSoto Bend NWR 25 Sep (JoJ). 
Black-headed Grosbeak: None were reported. 
Blue Grosbeak: Latest for this statewide species were 1 in Dixon co 
20 Aug (JJo) and 1 s of Gering 2 Sep (AKe). 
Lazuli Bunting: Reports were from Sioux and Scotts Bluff Cos; last 
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were a female~plumaged bird with sparrows s of Gering 22 Sep (AKe) 
and 2 at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa). 
Indigo Bunting: None were reported w of Lancaster Co. Last were 2 
inmmatures in Dixon Co 1 Oct (JJo), a rather late date. This 
species leaves the e edge of NE much later than elsewhere. 
oickcissel: None were reported w of Franklin Co. Best count was a 
"whole milo field full of immatures" on 9 Sep at Macon Lakes WPA 
(LRa,RHa). Last was 1 at Arbor Day Farm 26 Sep (LLF). 
Rufous-sided Towhee: Summer birds are of the "spotted" (western) 
race in the Gibbon area (LRa,RHa). 
American Tree Sparrow: Earliest were in Thomas Co 8 Oct (NOU, fide 
NR). Best count before period end was a spectacular 2000 in e 
Buffalo Co on 19 Nov (LRa,RHa). Most of the first sightings were in 
the period 21-29 Oct. 
Chipping Sparrow: Best count was 50 at Ponderosa WMA on 7 Oct 
(LMa), while last were 1 at Sutherland Res 21 Oct (JMo) and 5 inn 
Lancaster Co 28 Oct (LEi). 
clay-colored Sparrow: Earliest was 1 at CLNWR on 30 Aug (MFr), an 
early date, in that part of NE suggestive of summering. The summer 
status of this species in nw NE is unclear, with only scanty 
evidence for breeding. Elsewhere earliest was 1 at Funk Lagoon WPA 
on 4 Sep (LRa,RHa), best count a modest 45 there on 27 Sep (LMa), 
and last 1 at FF on 15 Oct (BP,LP) and 3 at Arbor Day Farm 27 Oct 
(LLF). 
Field Sparrow: A single was at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa), where the 
species is rare in fall, with only about 20 records. Last in e NE 
was 1 in Dixon Co 15 Oct (JJo), and inc NE 5 were near Gibbon 14 
Oct (LRa, RHa) . 
Vesper Sparrow: As usual, best counts were from w NE, 60 at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep (LMa) and 58 in Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS) . Latest were 1 at 
CLNWR on 12 Oct (LMa), a few in ne Kearney Co 15 Oct (LRa,RHa), and 
2 at Jack Sinn WMA on 8 Oct (BP,LP). 
Lark Sparrow: Best count was 70 at CLNWR on 9 Aug (LMa) , presumably 
flocking summering birds. Summering birds departed the James Ranch 
"high country" 21 Aug (SLe). Last were 2 at CLNWR on 27 Sep (LMa), 
and at least 1 in Thomas Co 8 Oct (NOU fide NR). 
Lark Bunting: All reports were from the Panhandle; best counts were 
very modest, only 21 at CLNWR (LMa) and 20 s of Gering on 2 Aug 
(AKe) . Last were 1 at Fort Robinson SP 17 Sep (LMa) and 2 in 
Kimball Co 23 Sep (WRS), the latter a rather late date. 
Savannah Sparrow: Early was 1 at CLNWR 23 Aug (MFr); none were 
noted there in summer. Next, were 67 at CLNWR on 12 Sep (LMa), and 
31at Arbor Day Farm on 16 Sep (LLF). Best count was 245 on 14 Oct 
in Phelps and Kearney Cos (LRa,RHa). Last were 1 at CLNWR 4 Nov 
(LMa) and 7 in York Co 29 Oct (NR). 
Grasshopper Sparrow: Few were reported. Best count was 44 at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep, also latest (LMa). 
Henslow•s Sparrow: Two reports without details came to hand: at 
least 1 was seen in Dodge Co 5 and 7 Oct (fide NR), while 2 were 
with other sparrows in rural Lancaster Co 7 Oct (JMo). These dates 
are within expected fall period based on Kansas specimen data. 
Le Conte•s Sparrow: The only reports were from Lancaster Co, where 
2 were at Jack Sinn WMA 24 Sep (JMo), 8 in rural Lancaster Co 7 Oct 
(JMo), and 2 at Jack Sinn WMA 26 Oct (BP,LP). 
Sharp-tailed Sparrow: Reports for this species also were all from 
Lancaster Co, where 1-2 were at Jack Sinn WMA 4-29 Oct (LEi,fide 
NR) and 1 was at Lincoln Airport 10 Oct (JMo). The late date at 
Jack Sinn WMA is the latest ever for NE. 
Fox Sparrow: The only reports were of singles at Arbor Day Farm 12 
and 20 Oct (LLF), at FF 18 Oct (BP,LP), and near Gibbon 22 Oct 
(LRa,RHa). 
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song sparrow: Rather late were 3 in Scotts Bluff Co 11 Nov (LMa), 
although a few winter in the North Platte valley; this species is 
uncommon in the Panhandle. August reports, presumably of summering 
birds, were from 4 sites in Lancaster Co (LEi), about 6 along the 
Platte R in Buffalo Co (RHa,LRa), at Funk Lagoon WPA, up to 5 
(LRa,RHa), at Calamus Res 20 Aug (LRa,RHa). and at Arbor Day Farm 
(LLF). West of these locations summering Song Sparrows are rare 
and local. 
Lincoln's sparrow: Earliest were 1 near Funk Lagoon WPA on 10 Sep 
(LRa,RHa) and 1 at Arbor Day Farm 15 Sep (LLF), best count a modest 
15 in Dixon Co 7 Oct (JJo), and last were 3 at FF 25 Oct (BP,LP), 
except for 2 very late inn Saunders Co 21 Nov (THo). A few linger 
into Dec in se NE. 
swamp Sparrow: summering birds at known locations were at Funk 
Lagoon WPA 5 and 13 Aug (LRa,RHa) and at a marsh just e of North 
Platte, where 3 were found 6 Aug (WRS,SJD). Migrants appeared 24 
Sep at Jack Sinn WMA (JMo), and were last seen at Arbor Day Farm 3 
Nov (LLF). 
White-throated Sparrow: None were reported w of Thomas Co, where at 
least 1 was seen 8 Oct (NOU, fide NR). Earliest were 5 at Dodge 
Park, Omaha, on~ Sep (JoJ), and most only 10, inn Saunders Co on 
14 Oct (THo). A few linger into Dec or even later, such as 1 still 
at a Bellevue feeder 30 Nov (KCR). 
White-crowned Sparrow: Earliest were in w NE, with 1 s of Gering 22 
Sep (AKe), and in e NE none appeared until 1 Oct, when 1 was in 
Dixon Co (JJo). Best count was 85 in Scotts Bluff Co on 30 Sep 
(LMa). 
Harris' Sparrow: The only Panhandle report was of 1 s of Gering 22 
Oct (AKe). Earliest were 2 at Jensen Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep 
(LRa,RHa). Best count was an excellent 250 at Harlan Co Res on 11 
Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Dark-eyed Junco: Migrants appeared first in Dixon Co, where 1 was 
noted 22 Sep (JJo), and at CLNWR, 1 on 4 Oct (MFr). Best count was 
only 85, at Arbor Day Farm 7 Nov (LLF). First "slate-colored" and 
11 oregon 11 types were noted at James Ranch 15 Oct (SLe), a rather 
early fall arrival date for "oregon"; "white-winged" summer there. 
McCown•s Longspur: The only reports were from the Panhandle, where 
12 were still at a summering location in Kimball Co 24 Sep (WRS) 
and a migrant was at CLNWR 23 Oct (LMa), a rather late fall date. 
Wintering is undocumented in NE, although there are a few reports 
Nov-Feb. 
Lapland Longspur: The only report was of 5 with Horned Larks near 
Gibbon on 10 Nov (LRa,RHa). 
Chestnut-collared Longspur: The only report was of 12 presumed 
migrants at Clear Creek WMA, in Keith Co, 24 Sep (WRS). 
Bobolink: At CLNWR, rather westward for this species, 5 were 
present 15 Aug (LMa), and last was 1 on 11 Sep (MFr). Few were 
reported, with 16 at Arbor Lake WMA on 20 Aug the observer's only 
sighting for the period (LEi), and juveniles were noted near Gibbon 
26 Aug, again the observers' only sighting (LRa,RHa). 
Red-winged Blackbird: Best counts were modest; 1140 were at CLNWR 
on 27 Sep (LMa) and 800 were in sw Dixon Co 27 Oct (JJo). 
Eastern Meadowlark: Reports from CLNWR near the w edge of the range 
included singles on 27 Sep (LMa) and 24 Oct (MFr). Last in 
Lancaster Co were 2 at Branched Oak SRA 1 Oct (LEi). 
western Meadowlark: Last at James Ranch was on 9 Oct (SLe), but 1 
was still at CLNWR 15 Nov (MFr). Best count was 220 at CLNWR on 6 
Oct (LMa), apparently migrants. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird: Reports were from Lancaster Co westward. 
Best count was 400 at Funk Lagoon WPA on 24 Sep (WRS). Last in e 
and c NE was in Buffalo Co 14 Oct (LRa,RHa), and, in w NE, last at 
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cLNWR was 1 on 10 Oct (MFr), although 1 was still at Kiowa WMA as 
late as 21 Nov (LMa). 
Rusty Blackbird: The only reports were 8 in Dixon Co on 5 Nov (JJo) 
and 1 there 18 Nov (JJo). Few observers take the time to sort 
through the massive fall blackbird flocks to find this species and 
the next. 
Brewer's Blackbird: Few were reported. In e and c NE, where the 
species is an uncommon migrant, 2 were in Dixon Co 10 Sep (JJo), 6 
were there 16 Sep (JJo), 1 was at Arbor Lake WMA 23 Sep (LEi), 35, 
a good count, were near Arnold on 8 Oct (LRa,RHa), and 2 were near 
Gibbon on 3 Nov (LRa,RHa). Last at CLNWR, where the species is a 
fairly common migrant, was seen 7 Oct (MFr). 
Great-tailed Grackle: This species was"numerous" at Funk Lagoon 
WPA, a breeding site, on 10 Sep (LRa,RHa). As usual in recent 
years, later sightings occur to the s and e of the Rainwater Basin, 
such as 12 at Arbor L WMA on 18 Nov (LEi). Could these be migrants 
heading for nw Missouri, where large flocks have wintered in recent 
years? 
common Grackle: Best counts were "tens of thousands" in se Custer 
co on 6 Oct (LRa,RHa) and 2000 at Dodge Park on 27 Sep (JoJ). Last 
in w NE, where wintering is rare, was 1 in Scotts Bluff Co on 19 
NOV (LMa). 
Brown-headed Cowbird: Best counts were of 100 females with Red-
winged Blackbirds at Funk Lagoon WPA on 13 Aug (LRa,RHa), and a 
modest 100 there on 24 Sep (WRS). None were reported w of Phelps 
co. Latest were 10 near West Point on 4 Nov (LEi), a rather late 
date at that locality, and 23 Nov at Funk Lagoon WPA (LRa,RHa). 
orchard Oriole: Last were a female near Gibbon on 17 Sep (LRa,RHa), 
1 at Bellevue on 9 Sep (BP,LP) and, in w NE, 2 at CLNWR on 15 Aug 
(LMa) • 
Northern Oriole: Reports were statewide, but observers did not note 
whether w sightings were of "Bullock's" or "Baltimore" types. Last 
were 1 at CLNWR on 15 Aug (LMa), in c NE, 10 Sep near Gibbon 
(LRa,RHa), and, in e NE, 1 was in Otoe Co 12 Sep (LLF). 
Purple Finch: A few had arrived by 7 Oct in Thomas Co (NOU fide 
NR,LRa,RHa), and at FF 1 was seen 9 Oct (BP,LP). Best count was 25 
inn Saunders Co on 25 Nov (THo). 
House Finch: This species was noted in Thomas Co 8 Nov (NOU fide 
NR). At present lowest numbers occur in the Sandhills. 
Red Crossbill: Up to 5 were noted at NNF, Halsey, 7 Oct (NOU fide 
NR), where the species has recently become a resident, although 
nesting evidence is lacking. Nesting usually occurs inlate winter. 
Best count was 27 at Ponderosa WMA on 28 Oct (LMa). 
Common Redpoll: The only report was of 2 at Cunningham L on 31 Oct 
(JoJ), about the 4th earliest ever for NE. In general, arrival has 
been after 6 Nov. 
Pine Siskin: A few were in Thomas Co by 8 Oct (NOU fide NR), where 
the species is not known to summer. Earliest elsewhere was 1 near 
Gibbon as early as 2 Sep (LRa,RHa), followed much later by 1 in 
Dixon Co by 29 Oct (JJo). None were noted in Otoe Co until 28 Nov 
(LLF). Best count was 85 in Wildcat Hills on 19 Nov (LMa). 
Lesser Goldfinch: A report was received without details of a 
sighting in early Sep near Gering. There are 3 other NE records, in 
the period 20 May-9 Jul. 
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